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Russell Wynn Jr., conductor and music director for the Susquehanna Valley Youth Chorale, speaks about 
his admiration for the dedication and hard work of the chorale members and the people involved in put
ting together the fall concert, “Season of Song,” held at St. John’s United Church of Christ in Lewisburg on 
Sunday.

NEWS 
IN BRIEF
Police: 1 dead, 
2 injured in 
nightclub 
shooting

PHILADELPHIA - Po
lice say a man was killed and 
two other people, including 
a suspect, were injured in a 
shooting outside a Philadel
phia nightclub.

A police spokesman said 
the gunfire began at about 
4 a.m. Sunday outside the A 
Lounge and Social Club in 
the Hunting Park neighbor
hood and stemmed from an 
argument or fight.

Arriving officers reported 
finding a 39-year-old man in 
the street with blood on his 
face and chest. He was rushed 
to a local hospital and pro
nounced dead shortly after. A 
24-year-old man shot twice in 
the neck was also taken to a 
hospital.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Harrisburg 
police probe 
shootings 
of sisters

HARRISBURG - Author
ities are trying to find out who 
shot and killed two sisters in 
their home in Pennsylvania’s 
capital last week.

Police said 24-year-old 
Natasha Harner and Kaliah 
Dearing were found dead at 
about 5 p.m. Thursday. Police 
said no one else was in the 
home when the victims were 
discovered.

Investigators released very 
few details about the killings, 
including where the victims 
were found inside the house 
and whether there were any 
signs of forced entry.

Neighbors and relatives 
said they had no idea what 
the motive could have been. 
One neighbor said a woman 
driving by reported a gunshot 
at about 3 p.m. Thursday, 
but other neighbors said they 
didn’t see or hear anything 
out of the ordinary.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police arrest 
Michigan man 
stalking Pa. 
YouTube star

RADNOR — Radnor po
lice say a Michigan man has 
been charged with stalking a 
teenage YouTube star.

WPVI-TV reports 30-year- 
old Michael Leib was arrested 
after he showed up outside the 
home of James Neese, who 
has 19,000 YouTube subscrib
ers. He’s also followed by
30.000 people on Twitter and
140.000 on Instagram.

Police say Leib used a fake
name and told Neese’s mother 
he was her son’s friend. The 
mother was suspicious and 
called police, but Leib fled.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Name of man 
killed in fiery 
crash with 
truck released

WEST GOSHEN - Au
thorities have released the 
name of a man killed in a 
crash involving a tractor- 
trailer carrying frozen turkeys 
and eight other vehicles near 
Philadelphia.

Emergency dispatchers 
in Chester County said the 
tractor-trailer flipped on its 
side and exploded into flames 
in the crash at about 12:30 
p.m. Saturday on Route 202 in 
West Goshen.

Police said 38-year-old 
Adam Harrison Swope of 
Malvern was killed. Several 
other people were injured.
The cause of the accident 
remains under investigation.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

“They are just a delight to 
work with, as you could prob
ably tell,” Conductor and Music 
Director Russell Wynn Jr. told 
the audience.

The Camerata Singers, or 
middle school-age group, per
formed “To Everything There 
is a Season,” the words from 
Ecclesiastes put to music by 
Jay Althouse, said Wynn. They 
also got into the holiday spirit 
with the traditional Hanukkah 
song, “S’vivon (Dreydl Spin),” 
and then the high school-age 
Valley Singers joined with the 
other two groups for “Sing We 
Now of Christmas.”

The Valley Singers per
formed on their own, entertain
ing the audience with “The Flu 
Fugue,” then Cyndi Lauper’s 
“Time After Time.” They fol
lowed with “Seasons of Love,” 
from the musical, “Rent.”

The full ensemble concluded 
the show with Ola Gjeilo’s 
“Seasons,” and Andy Beck’s 
“I Will Sing.”

Coleen Renshaw accompa
nied on piano.

“The youth chorale is an edu
cational outreach of the Susque
hanna Valley Chorale,” said 
Amy Caron, a member of the 
adult chorale and coordinator 
of Sunday’s concert.

The youth chorale, whose 
members audition for the di
rector, has been performing off 
and on since 1993, while the 
adult group has been singing 
for 47 years, said Caron, 46, 
of Selinsgrove, who has been 
singing with the chorale for 15 
years. She now has two daugh
ters in the youth chorale.

■ SHIFTS

By Marc Levy
The Associated Press

HARRTSBURG - Move
ment in Pennsylvania to slash 
school property taxes and Con
gress' bid to cut federal taxes 
could pack a nasty one-two 
punch to some taxpayers.

Both seem sure to produce 
winners and losers, tax analysts 
say. Some income taxpayers 
in Pennsylvania could even 
lose twice, in a sort of double
whammy, if Pennsylvania shifts 
a bigger school funding burden 
to income taxes and Congress 
eliminates the federal deduc
tion for state taxes.

Each effort took a big step 
last week.

Pennsylvania voters ap
proved a referendum Tuesday 
to allow the Legislature to ex
clude up to the full value of 
residents’ homes that they own 
from property taxes. It replaces 
what had been a 50 percent cap, 
the latest step in a yearslong 
quest by some to eliminate 
school property taxes paid by 
homeowners.

That has propelled a new dis
cussion over finding roughly 
$7 billion necessary to make 
the dollar-for-dollar tax shift. 
Before the referendum, elimi
nating homeowners’ school 
property taxes was a nearly $ 13

By Marion Callahan
The (Doylestown) Intelligencer

DOYLESTOWN - Bright 
blue and orange café tables fill 
the basement of Doylestown 
Mennonite Church twice each 
month.

Photographs of landscapes 
and teddy bears, quilts and 
more than a dozen trees deco
rate the room.

And everything in the un
derground Christian club has 
a design. The decorations give 
the room a warmth, the tables 
encourage closeness and the 
spiritual music connects them 
to the church and the commu
nity.

You see, Karen Curtis would 
have liked it that way, say the 
founders.

Karen loved to find ways to 
draw people together — espe
cially to her social outlet, her 
church.

The 17-year-old Plumstead

The singers on Sunday were 
from Danville, Lewisburg, Mid- 
dleburg, Milton, Mount Pleas
ant Mills, Muncy, New Berlin, 
Northumberland, Winfield, Se
linsgrove and Shamokin Dam.

She said the group has a 
budget for the youth chorale 
funded by ads in the programs 
and donations.

Caron, in her first year as 
coordinator, said she has had

billion question since it would 
have to include business prop
erties.

In the meantime, a U.S. 
House committee advanced 
legislation Thursday that, as 
part of its broad overhaul of 
federal tax laws, would elimi
nate the state income tax de
duction that Pennsylvanians 
used to shield $11.3 billion from 
also being taxed by the federal 
government in 2015. The bill 
keeps a deduction for property 
taxes, but limits it to $10,000 a 
year. A competing Senate bill 
would eliminate the state and 
local tax deduction entirely.

Some taxpayers will win 
and some will lose in a swap

teen died in a car accident 
in 1996 on her way to Bible 
group at the church. In honor 
of Karen, who brought music, 
artwork and enthusiasm to the 
ministry, the teens from the 
church opened the music café 
in 1998 and named it after her.

Since then, Karen’s Place has 
expanded beyond a youth ini
tiative and has been embraced 
by people of all ages. On the 
first and third Saturday of each 
month, the basement is trans
formed into a Christian club, 
offering live entertainment, 
coffee, snacks and a refuge 
for people to gather in what 
founder Don Heckler calls “an 
entertaining wholesome envi
ronment.”

Guests don’t have to be a

a lot of help from volunteers.
“A lot of parents say, ‘How 

can I help?’ “ Caron said.
She said the chorale had 

about 10 rehearsals to prepare 
for the hourlong show.

“They use every second of 
it,” she said.

The youth chorale next will 
join the Susquehanna Valley 
Chorale for several songs at 
its “Candlelight Christmas”

of school property taxes for 
higher state income taxes, 
said Jay Brower Jr., a certified 
public accountant and a part
ner in Marks Paneth LLP in 
Jenkintown.

If Congress also kills the 
state tax deduction, “then 
there are more losers because, 
at least now, if you’re deducting 
your state income taxes, you’re 
getting a federal tax benefit,” 
Brower said. “Now, if your lo
cal income tax is going up, and 
you’re no longer getting that 
federal tax benefit for it, that 
makes the out-of-pocket money 
even worse for you.”

In general, retirees would be 
big winners.

club thrives

— John A«unzo, dub patron
member of the church to enjoy 
the free shows, which feature 
Christian bands of all types — 
rock, jazz and blues. Proceeds 
from the sales of coffee and 
snacks go to local food pantries 
and charities that help victims 
of human trafficking.

“People here feel safe, and 
they come feeling blessed and 
encouraged; yes, you hear the 
gospel, but it’s through music 
and not in your face,” said 
Heckler, adding that each event 
draws between 50 and 100 peo
ple, including teens and senior 
citizens. “You’d be surprised to 
see how many people in their 
70s like rock.”

Heckler said Karen’s Place 
has even served as a “first- 
date” choice for a few couples,

concert Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. at Zion Lu
theran Church in Sunbury.

Wynn announced the youth 
chorale needs more singers 
for the winter session, which 
begins in January. Anyone 
interested in singing with the 
youth chorale can contact 
Coleen Renshaw by emailing 
rrenshaw@ptd.net or by calling 
570-765-0637.

They could see their school 
property taxes disappear and, 
since Pennsylvania doesn’t tax 
retirement income, such as pen
sions or Social Security, they 
might not pay more income 
taxes or feel the loss of the fed
eral deduction.

Working-age renters could 
be big losers, since they would 
see no benefit from eliminating 
homeowner property taxes.

Other elements of the tax 
bills in Congress should shield 
some of Pennsylvania's income 
tax payers by, for instance, low
ering tax brackets and increas
ing the standard deduction.

But eliminating the state and 
local tax deduction would af
fect taxpayers who still take an 
itemized deduction, said Tim 
Horstmann, a public finance 
and tax attorney at McNees 
Wallace & Nurick LLC in Har
risburg.

Higher income taxpayers 
might be most likely to lose out, 
he said. In any case, it would 
be fairer to offset school prop
erty tax cuts by raising sales 
taxes, since everybody pays it, 
Horstmann said. Relatively few 
take it as a federal deduction in 
Pennsylvania.

The Legislature’s Indepen
dent Fiscal Office estimates 
that homeowners paid nearly 
$7 billion out of the total $12.6

two of whom got married.
It’s an entertainment alterna

tive that reaches people who 
want the social and aesthetics 
of a club or bar atmosphere, 
but not the drinking that goes 
with it.

“And if they are interested 
in faith, that’s great, but if not, 
they can sit down, have a cup 
of coffee and enjoy the music,” 
Heckler said. “Our slogan is: 
‘Where the music does more 
than rock.’ And we think it 
does.”

John Accunzo, of Northeast 
Philadelphia, seeks out Chris
tian clubs like Karen's Place 
for a relaxed and fun social 
outlet. He has driven to the 
club in Doylestown about one 
Saturday a month since 2007; 
the drive is far, but it’s worth 
it, he said.

“It doesn’t look like a church 
or fellowship hall; it’s like a 
bistro, café or club,” Accunzo 
said. “The first time I went in,

Auditions are scheduled for 
Jan. 22 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Sha
ron Lutheran Church, 120 S. 
Market St., Selinsgrove. The 
group rehearses on Monday 
nights, beginning Jan. 29.

■ Email comments to 
jsylvester@dailyitem. com. 
Follow Sylvester on Twitter 
@JoepSylvester.

billion in school property taxes 
schools received in 2015-16, 
and perhaps slightly more. The 
figure doesn’t include people 
who haven’t signed up to receive 
property tax rebates financed 
by revenue from slot-machine 
gambling in Pennsylvania’s 
casinos.

Raising Pennsylvania’s 3.07 
percent income tax — among 
the lowest in the nation, accord
ing to Tax Foundation data — 
to 4.8 percent might generate 
the $7 billion or so and leave 
the rate in the bottom third 
of states. Raising the state’s 6 
percent sales tax — currently 
about the middle of the pack 
of states— to 10 percent might 
also do the trick, although that 
would make it the nation’s high
est. Lawmakers could also seek 
some combination of the two.

Sponsors of legislation to 
eliminate school property taxes 
have discussed the potential 
that Congress will repeal the 
state income tax deductions.

“But no one that I’ve talked 
to thinks that it presents a huge 
obstacle,” said Sen. David Ar
gali, R-Schuylkill.

Still, Rep. David Maloney, 
R-Berks, said repealing the fed
eral deductions might “deepen” 
the discussion over how to pay 
for the property tax elimina
tion.

I felt right at home.”
And he found the club is 

a place to bring friends who 
“need a glimmer of hope in 
their lives,” without the distrac
tions of big screens televising 
images of tragedies or talk of 
politics. “Karen’s Place is posi
tive, and after learning about 
her, it made me want to go even 
more.”

The success of Karen’s Place 
is comforting to Alyce and 
Bruce Curtis, Karen’s parents.

Alyce Curtis said she knows 
Karen — the outgoing girl who 
sang in the youth ensemble 
and played in the bell choir — 
would have loved the cafe.

“She enjoyed music and 
people. She loved to bring 
people together; she had that 
way about her,” Curtis said. 
“Karen’s Place would be some
thing she would be very proud 
of. And she would love know
ing that it’s still reaching out to 
the community.”

State, federal taxes could pack nasty punch

Associated Press file photo

Pennsylvania Capitol building in Harrisburg.

■ IN HONOR OF FRIEND WHO PASSED

Christian underground
" I T  D O E S N ' T  L O O K  L I K E  A  C H U R C H  O R  F E L L O W S H I P  
H A L L ;  I T ' S  L I K E  A  B I S T R O ,  C A F É  O R  C L U B .  T H E  F I R S T  
T I M E  I  W E N T  I N ,  I  F E L T  R I G H T  A T  H O M E . "

at Doylestown church

Performers gather for ‘Season of Song’
SONG, from Page B1


